Introduction
Mulsant and Rey (1874a) described the genus Earota to include the single species, Homalota reyi Kiesenwetter, 1850 . Bernhauer (1906 described Atheta dentata (now considered to be a member of Earota), and pointed out that this species represents "a distinct transition" between subgenera Aloconota Thomson, 1858 , Liogluta Thomson, 1858 and Traumoecia Mulsant & Rey, 1874a . He placed A. dentata in subgenus Liogluta, near A. (L.) monacha Bernhauer, 1899. NEARCTIC EAROTA
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process not carinate medially; relative lengths of mesosternal process: isthmus: metasternal process in ratio of about 14:8:9; mesocoxal cavities margined posteriorly; mesocoxae separated. Medial macroseta of mesotibia inconspicuous, shorter than tibial width. Tarsal segmentation 4-5-5; metatarsal segment 1 slightly longer than segment 2. One empodial seta. Wings fully developed. Posterior margin of elytra straight.
Abdominal terga 3-5 with moderately transverse basal impression. Tergum 7 as long as tergum 6. Punctation on terga 6-7 sparser than on terga 3-5. Tergum 7 with white palisade fringe.
Median lobe of aedeagus narrows apically (in parameral view; Figs. 20, 25, 27) , apex straight or slightly bent ventrally (in lateral view; Figs. 21, 26, 28) . Parameres with apical lobe bearing one long and three short macrosetae (Fig. 24) . Copulatory piece of internal sac with narrow apical process (Figs. 29, (32) (33) . Medial lamellae (in ventral view) broad, apically with hook-like process each (Figs. 29, 31, 33) .
Type species. Homalota reyi Kiesenwetter, 1850 by monotypy. Discussion. The type species of Macroterma (M. alutacea, by original designation) shares with the type species of Earota all characters listed in the above description. The two species differ from each other only in proportions of antennal segments, in the shape of aedeagus and spermatheca, and in male secondary sexual characters of terga 7 and 8. Therefore, the commonly accepted synonymy of Earota and Macroterma (Fenyes 1920; Bernhauer & Scheerpeltz 1926; Seevers 1978; Newton et al. 2000) is reconfirmed.
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Type material. Lectotype of Atheta dentata (here designated), , "Ahwahnee Cal.", "May", "dentata Brh. Cotypus" (yellow label), "Chicago NHMus M.Bernhauer Collection" (FMNH); 2 paralectotypes: , "Wawona Cal.", "June", "dentata Bernh.
Typus" (yellow label); , "Pasadena Cal.", "Mar.", "dentata Bh. Cotypus" (yellow label) (FMNH).
Lectotype of M. alutacea (here designated), , "N.Y." (with three black dots under the letters; Ithaca), "Macroterma alutacea Casey", "CASEY bequest 1925", "TYPE USNM 39454" (red label) (NMNH); 5 paralectotypes: , 4 , "N.Y." (with three black dots under the letters), "CASEY bequest 1925", "alutacea PARATYPE USNM 39454" (red label) (NMNH).
Lectotype of M. borealis (here designated), , "Subalpine Mt. Wn [Washington] . N.H. vii.7.99", "borealis Csy.", "CASEY bequest 1925", "TYPE USNM 39455" (red label) (NMNH). Head subquadrate, surface glossy, on disk with weak isodiametric microsculpture, punctation fine, distance between punctures equals 2-3 times their diameter. Eyes 1.2-1.5 times as long as temples (seen from above). Second antennal article as long as third, article 4 subquadrate, articles 5-10 transverse (width to length ratio 1.3-1.6), last article as long as three preceding combined (Fig. 6) .
Pronotum transverse, 1.2-1.3 times as wide as head, width to length ratio 1.2-1.3, broadest at middle, anterior margin straight, lateral and posterior margins convex; surface glossy, punctation and microsculpture as on head. Elytra 1.2-1.4 times as wide and 1.3-1.4 times as long (measured from humeral angle) as pronotum, 1.2-1.3 times as wide as long, glossy, microsculpture and punctation as on head, punctures slightly asperate.
Abdominal terga glossy, with fine punctation and microsculpture. Terga 3-6 with microsculpture consisting of transverse waves, tergum 7 with microsculpture of transverse waves or strongly transverse meshes. On terga 3-5 distance between punctures equals 2-5 times their diameter, on terga 6-7 distance between punctures equals 3-6 times their diameter, in some specimens tergum 7 impunctate along midline. 
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Male tergum 7 with short medial carina in front of anterior margin (Fig.15) . Male tergum 8 with protruding lobe, which is emarginate apically (Fig. 16 ). Posterior margin of male sternum 8 convex (Fig. 17) . Aedeagus as in [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] [29] [30] [31] [32] Female tergum 8 with convex posterior margin (Fig. 18 ). Sternum 8 with slightly concave posterior margin (Fig. 19) . Spermatheca as in Figs. 22-23. FIGURES 20-28. Genitalia of Earota dentata (25) (26) Black Lake, Arizona; (22) (23) (24) Terrace, British Columbia; (27) (28) Pine Hills Station, Illinois) . 20 -median lobe of aedeagus, parameral view; 21 -median lobe of aedeagus, lateral view; 22-23 -spermatheca; 24 -apical lobe of left paramere, side facing median lobe; 25, 27 -apex of median lobe, parameral view; 26, 28 -apex of median lobe, lateral view. Scale bar 0.4 mm (20-23), 0.2 mm (24-28).
Discussion. Casey (1910b) believed that E. dentata, described by Bernhauer (1906) from California, can be distinguished from E. alutacea by smaller and more narrow body.
However, both small and large specimens are found in the same samples in different parts of North America and therefore the size alone cannot be used to assign the population from California to a separate species. The types of E. dentata and other examined specimens from California are similar to the specimens from other regions of North America in both external characters and genitalia.
The types of the three species described by Casey (1906 Casey ( , 1910a are similar to the types of E. dentata in both external characters and genitalia and I agree with the synonymy established by Fenyes (1920) and accepted by Bernhauer and Scheerpeltz (1926) .
FIGURES 29-33. Male genitalia of Earota dentata Terrace, British Columbia; 33, Mt. Pagano, Italy) and E. reyi (Kiesenwetter) . 29, 33 -everted internal sac of aedeagus, parameral view; 30 -everted internal sac of aedeagus, lateral view; 31 -medial lamellae, ventral view; 32 -copulatory piece, ventral view. Scale bar 0.2 mm (29-30, 33), 0.1 mm (31-32).
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